
 

ANNUAL REPORT 

2023-24 

   

   

Address: National Association for the Blind, 

Room No 6 & 7 Basement, KarunaSadan, UT 

Red Cross Building, Sector 11 B, Chandigarh, 

160011 

 

Email: nabchd@yahoo.co.in 

Website: www.nabchandigarh.com 

Ph: 9779377377 

 

 

National Association for the Blind 

Chandigarh and Punjab State 

Branch 

http://www.nabchandigarh.com/


 

 
 2 

 

Established in 1952 at Mumbai, National Association for the Blind (NAB) with its 

22State, 68 district branches & 11 Institutions for Blind Welfare across the country is 

the largest Non-Government Organization in the disability sector in India. It is dedicated 

to the upliftment of the quality of life of the visually challenged and integrating them 

with the mainstream society. The association is rendering valuable service to the society 

by developing educational, vocational and employment services for the incurable blind 

children, adults and Multi-disabled through its vast network in the country. NAB, 

Chandigarh and Punjab branch is operational since 1990with its office at Karuna 

Sadan, UT Red Cross building, Sector 11, Chandigarh. 

 

Vision: 
 

To empower and educate the visually challenged population of our country, thus 

enabling them to lead a life of dignity and productivity. 

Mission: 
 

 To prevent blindness and serious Eye ailments of general public by timely 

medical intervention.  

 Prevention of preventable and cure of curable visual impairment. 

 Socio-economic rehabilitation of the visually challenged in mainstream, through 

education, training and employment. 

 To take up advocacy against all types of individual and structural discrimination 

and ensure full legal capacity. 

 Assure accessibility to the world of information. 

OUR HISTORY 

OUR VISION & MISSION 
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Empowering Visually Challenged with Technology 

 FREE COMPUTER TRAINING PROGRAM AT CHANDIGARH 

NAB Computer Training program at Chandigarh is functional since January 2003 from 

Karuna Sadan, U.T Red Cross Building, Sector 11 B, Chandigarh. This program is 

empowering persons with visual and other disabilities & disadvantaged girls navigate 

the digital world independently, opening doors to education, job opportunities, breaking 

barriers to learning and social connections. Gaining computer proficiency is leading to 

job opportunities in fields like data entry, customer service, and more, enhancing their 

economic independence. All our courses are totally free and no fee whatsoever has been 

charged from anyone since its inception. The courses are duly accredited under 

Chandigarh Child and Women Development Corporation Ltd, and Govt certificates are 

provided to the successful candidates which help them in securing gainful employment. 

Many of them are successfully employed. 

 

     

     

 

 

 

OUR PROGRAMS 
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 FREE COMPUTER TRAINING PROGRAM AT GOVT INSTITUTE FOR 

THE BLIND, JAMALPUR, LUDHIANA 

NAB Computer training program for the visually challenged is functional since January 

2012 from Govt. Institute for the Blind, Jamalpur, Ludhiana and is imparting basic and 

advanced computer usability skills to people with visual impairment. The training is 

being provided with special screen reading software that enables the visually challenged 

to use computers independently. We have trained more than 270 visually challenged in 

computers since 2012. Many of them are also successfully employed. 
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 INCLUSIVE EDUCATION PROGRAM FOR THE VISUALLY 

CHALLENGED 

NAB in its 19th year of inclusive education for the visually challenged. Our aim is to 

promote a positive and enabling environment in schools, families as well as 

communities to support the holistic inclusive education of children with visual 

impairment. We are looking after 30 students with visual impairment under this 

program. This program is ensuring appropriate educational support and equal 

participation of our students in school activities. Our students are showing better results 

in academics and are improving upon their communication skills. 
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 MULTIPLE DISABILITY PROGRAM 

Under this program we are looking after 20 multiple disabled children. The support and 

assistance provided by our special education teachers is enabling them to perform 

simple daily living tasks such as caring for oneself, eating, walking, brushing, standing, 

communicating, life skills and social interaction, thus promoting their emotional, 

physical, cognitive, and emotional well-being for their comprehensive growth. We 

provide free Braille books, education material and all aids and appliances required for 

their education. 

For children with multiple disabilities, the biggest challenge was to provide them with 

occupational therapy at the tender age so that lots of improvement could be made in 

their limbs movement at an early age. We have therefore created our own Occupational 

Therapy centre at our new Institute building now functional from Mohali. 
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 EXTENSION COUNTER OF NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR THE 

EMPOWERMENT OF PERSONS WITHVISUAL DISABILITIES 

(NIEPVD), DEHRADUN 

 

NAB Chandigarh & Punjab branch has created a landmark for service to the 

visually challenged by starting NIEPVD Extension 

Counter at Karuna Sadan since May, 2010. This facility 

has been benefitting all visually challenged in 

Chandigarh, Haryana, Himachal, J & K and Punjab 

who had to go to Dehradun for this purpose. This 

service is available from NAB Ludhiana also.  

 

 TALKING BOOK AND BRAILLE LIBRARY  

Our Talking Book Library has nearly 2500 titles including 

recorded CDs of books for the school and college students. 

This library has been benefiting all the visually challenged 

in the region. We preserve nearly 1000 Braille Books on 

various titles. These books have been donated by NIEPVD 

Dehradun to NAB being their extension counter at Chandigarh. 

 

 NIRAMAYA HEALTH INSURANCE SCHEME FOR THE DISABLED  

Niramaya Health policy is providing Insurance benefits to persons suffering from 

Autism, Cerebral palsy, Intellectual disability, and multi disabilities through The 

National Trust, Ministry of Social Justice, and Empowerment Govt of India. We 

have successfully enrolled nearly 201 beneficiaries under Niramaya scheme till 

date.  

  

Our NAB Cricket team of Blind Men and Women has been officially accepted as the 

Chandigarh state cricket team by Cricket Association for the Blind in India (CABI) and 

we are regularly conducting Inter-State and National Championships from Chandigarh 

itself. 

 

 

 

 

NAB IN SPORTS 2023-24 
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 NAB Chandigarh hosted 6th Edition of Nagesh Trophy Cricket Nationals for 

the blind – Group D 

 
Grand Opening of Group-D Nationals by the Hon’able Governor of Punjab & 

Administrator Chandigarh Sh Banwarilal Purohit ji 

National Association for the Blind (NAB), Chandigarh in association with Cricket 

association for the blind in India (CABI) hosted 6th Edition of the Nagesh Trophy 

Nationals for the Blind from 18th to 22nd December, 2023 which was thrilling display 

of talent, determination, and sportsmanship of Persons with visual disabilities. Teams of 

Chandigarh, Madhya Pradesh, Telangana, West Bengal and Gujrat competed for top 

honors. The Nationals were inaugurated by Hon’ble Governor of Punjab & 

Administrator of Chandigarh with great fanfare at Cricket Stadium, Sector 16, 

Chandigarh.  

Around 150 visually impaired got together to witness the thrilling encounters between 

blind teams playing cricket at National level. 
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 National Women T20 Cricket Tournament for the Blind, 2024 AT Hubli, 

Karnataka 

NAB Chandigarh Women Cricket Team participated in National T20 Cricket 

Tournament for the Blind 2024 held from 7th to 12th January, 2024 in Hubli and 

emerged victorious in a stunning show of talent, defeating Haryana by 6 wickets at the 

tournament. 

  

 

 

 National Women's Chess Championship for the Visually Challenged, 2023. 

National Association for the Blind Chandigarh and All India Chess Federation for 

the Blind (AICFB) in association with Equal Opportunity Cell (PwDs) & Director 

Sports, Panjab University hosted National Women's Chess Championship for the 

Visually Challenged, 2023 from 13th to 16th April, 2023 at Gymnasium Hall of 

Punjab University, Chandigarh. The inauguration ceremony was held on 13th 

HIGHLIGHTS 2022-23 
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April, 2023 and was Chaired by Shri Satya Pal Jain, Additional Solicitor General 

of India and Ms Rumina Sethi, Dean of University Instructions, Panjab University. 

A top chess player of northern India Mr Dushyant Sharma, who has already 

attained the title of International master was also present to motivate and support 

the visually challenged players. 

This tournament served as a pathway for 2 very important international events. 

While 6 players (3 each from category totally blind and partially blind) were 

selected for the 4th Asian Para games to be held in China later this year, the top 2 

rankers of this tournament got an opportunity to represent the country in the IBCA 

women chess championship to be held in Spain.  
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 Global Accessibility Awareness Day, 2023 (GAAD). 

National association for the blind, the State coordinator of The National Trust for the 

Welfare of Persons with Autism, Cerebral Palsy, Mental Retardation and Multiple 

Disabilities in Chandigarh, distributed 10 CP Chairs to the children suffering from 

Cerebral Palsy on behalf of National Trust on 20th May, 2023 to mark Global 

Accessibility Awareness Day, 2023 (GAAD). 

 

 

 INDEPENCE DAY CELEBRATIONS, 2022 
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 CERTIFICATE DISTRIBUTION TO COMPUTER TRAINING 

PROGRAM BENEFICIARIES AT CHANDIGARH 

 

Certificates were distributed to 14 visually challenged and 23 disadvantaged girls’  after 

successful completion of their 6 months computer training program on 26.06.2023 

 

 Eye Care Program under Prevention and cure mission of NAB- Survey and 

Identification of Persons in need of Eye Care in Mohali District 

 

National Association for the Blind, have successfully initiated the Eye Care program in 

Punjab and Chandigarh from our new Institute site at Chandpur, Block Majri, District 

Mohali. The main objective of this Eye Care Program is to achieve maximum reduction 

in avoidable blindness through timely medical intervention and to provide high quality 

of eye care to the affected population. The most prestigious Advance Eye Centre, PGI is 

our partner in this endeavor.  
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         V                     

 

NAB Chandigarh will remain thankful to Caring Hands for Children for supporting our 

visually challenged students and providing them scholarships for their education.  

     

SCHOLARSHIPS TO OUR STUDENTS 
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We are pleased to inform you that the Phase-1 of our new Institute for the Blind and an 

Eye Care Building at Chandpur Block Majri, District Mohali supported by SBI 

Foundation was inaugurated on 11th December, 2023 by Sh Shri Biswa Ketan Das 

Chief Executive Officer, Indian Institute of Banking & Finance in the presence of  

Shri Sanjay Prakash Managing Director, SBI Foundation, Mumbai.  

Following services are being offered from our new Institute: 

 Centre for Education, Rehabilitation, Vocational Training of the visually 

challenged and Occupational Therapy for Persons with Disabilities (PwDs) 

 Eye Care Centre under Prevention and Cure Program 

 Occupational Therapy Centre for Persons with Multiple Disabilities 

 Sports Complex for promoting participation of PwDs in sports 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INAUGURATION OF PHASE-1 OF INSTITUTE FOR THE BLIND AND AN 

EYE CARE CENTRE 
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NAB IN MEDIA 
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