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Established in 1952 at Mumbai, National Association for the Blind (NAB) with its 

22State, 68 district branches & 11 Institutions for Blind Welfare across the country is 

the largest Non-Government Organization in the disability sector in India. It is dedicated 

to the upliftment of the quality of life of the visually challenged and integrating them 

with the mainstream society. The association is rendering valuable service to the society 

by developing educational, vocational and employment services for the incurable blind 

children, adults and Multi-disabled through its vast network in the country. NAB, 

Chandigarh and Punjab branch is operational since 1990 with its office at Karuna 

Sadan, UT Red Cross building, Sector 11, Chandigarh. 

 

Vision: 
 

To empower and educate the visually challenged population of our country, thus 

enabling them to lead a life of dignity and productivity. 

Mission: 
 

 To prevent blindness and serious Eye ailments of general public by timely 

medical intervention.  

 Prevention of preventable and cure of curable visual impairment. 

 Socio-economic rehabilitation of the visually challenged in mainstream, through 

education, training and employment. 

 To take up advocacy against all types of individual and structural discrimination 

and ensure full legal capacity. 

 Assure accessibility to the world of information. 

OUR HISTORY 

OUR VISION & MISSION 
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Empowering Visually Challenged with Technology 

 FREE COMPUTER TRAINING PROGRAM AT CHANDIGARH 

NAB Computer training program for the visually challenged and disadvantaged 

emphasizes opportunities for independence, leadership, and timely access to information 

for people who are visually impaired. We have trained more than 350 visually 

challenged in computers and assistive technology since 2003. All our courses are 

totally free and no fee whatsoever has been charged from anyone since its 

inception. The courses are duly accredited under Chandigarh Child and Women 

Development Corporation Ltd, and Govt certificates are provided to the successful 

candidates which helps them in securing gainful employment. Many of them are 

successfully employed. 

        

      

OUR PROGRAMS 
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 FREE COMPUTER TRAINING PROGRAM AT GOVT INSTITUTE FOR 

THE BLIND, JAMALPUR, LUDHIANA 

NAB Computer training program for the visually challenged is functional since January 

2012 from Govt. Institute for the Blind, Jamalpur, Ludhiana and is imparting basic and 

advanced computer usability skills to people with visual impairment. The training is 

being provided with special screen reading software that enables the visually challenged 

to use computers independently. We have trained more than 250 visually challenged in 

computers since 2012. Many of them are also successfully employed. 
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 INCLUSIVE EDUCATION PROGRAM FOR THE VISUALLY 

CHALLENGED 

NAB in its 18th year of inclusive education for the visually challenged. Our aim is to 

promote a positive and enabling environment in schools, families as well as 

communities to support the holistic inclusive education of children with visual 

impairment. We are looking after 30 students with visual impairment under this 

program. Our special educators ensure the involvement of parents of students with 

additional requisites in the educational processes of their children and collaborates 

closely with their teachers to foster the teaching and learning of students with additional 

requisites.  
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 MULTIPLE DISABILITY PROGRAM 

 

Through this Multiple Disability Program NAB has been catering to 20 MDVI students 

who were being taught through 3 special education teachers at their homes. We provide 

free Braille books, education material and all aids and appliances required for their 

education. 
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 FAMILY COUNSELLING CENTRE WITH CENTRAL SOCIAL 

WELFARE BOARD NEW DELH 

Our Family Counselling Centre is operational since March 2009 from Aasha Kiran 

Vocational Training Centre, Sector 46 D, Chandigarh where two trained counsellors 

help PwDs and their family members to cope with the challenges faced due to 

disability and to create positive thinking and the right atmosphere for their growth. 

The centre is totally free and open to all for their counselling needs and is being run 

with the Central Social Welfare Board, New Delhi. More than 100 beneficiaries are 

being benefitted from this counselling centre very year.  

 

 EXTENSION COUNTER OF NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR THE 

EMPOWERMENT OF PERSONS WITH VISUAL DISABILITIES 

(NIEPVD), DEHRADUN 

NAB Chandigarh & Punjab branch has created a 

landmark for service to the visually challenged by 

starting NIEPVD Extension Counter at Karuna Sadan 

since May, 2010. This facility has been benefitting all 

visually challenged in Chandigarh, Haryana, Himachal, J & K and Punjab who 

had to go to Dehradun for this purpose. This service is available from NAB 

Ludhiana also.  

 

 TALKING BOOK AND BRAILLE LIBRARY  

Our Talking Book Library has nearly 2500 titles including 

recorded CDs of books for the school and college students. 

This library has been benefiting all the visually challenged 

in the region. We preserve nearly 1000 Braille Books on 

various titles. These books have been donated by NIEPVD Dehradun to NAB 

being their extension counter at Chandigarh. 
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 NIRAMAYA HEALTH INSURANCE SCHEME FOR THE DISABLED  

 

Niramaya Health policy is providing Insurance benefits to persons suffering from 

Autism, Cerebral palsy, Intellectual disability, and multi disabilities through The 

National Trust, Ministry of Social Justice, and Empowerment Govt of India. We 

have successfully enrolled nearly 174 beneficiaries under Niramaya scheme this 

year. 

 

 STATE NODAL AGENCY CENTRE (SNAC) OF THE NATIONAL 

TRUST IN CHANDIGARH – Under ministry of social justice and 

empowerment 

 

National Trust appointed NAB as the State Nodal Agency of 

Chandigarh to look after the welfare of Persons with Autism, 

Cerebral Palsy, Mental Retardation and Multiple Disabilities 

and coordinate with other stakeholders in Chandigarh for their 

rights.  
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 Women National T20 Cricket Tournament for the Blind, 2023 at Bangalore 

 

NAB National Women Cricket Team of visually challenged participated in Nationals 

held at Bangalore in January, 2023. It is a proud moment for NAB as our 2 young Blind 

Women Cricketers were among the Top 36 Blind Women Cricketers who were selected 

to join the National Camp for the selection of India's very first Blind Women's Cricket 

Team to represent India at International tournaments at Faith Cricket Club in Bhopal, 

Madhya Pradesh.  

 

   

 

 NAB Chandigarh hosted 5th Edition of Nagesh Trophy Cricket Nationals for 

the blind – Group F 

 
NAB in association with District Administration, Mohali and CABI, hosted 5th Edition 

of Nagesh Trophy Cricket Nationals for the blind – Group F. Teams of Assam 

Railways, Chandigarh and Manipur participated in this event. The inauguration 

ceremony was held at PCA Stadium, Mullanpur on 31st January, 2023. Dr.Baljit Kaur, 

Hon’ble Cabinet Minister, Punjab was the Chief Guest on this occasion. Sh Amit 

Talwar, Director Sports and Youth Services Pb, Mr Daman Jeet Singh Mann, ADC 

Urban Development Pb, Dr SS Pandav, HOD Eye, PGI, Rtn Vinod Kapoor and Jaspal 

Singh Sidhu from the Rotary Club Chandigarh were also present on this occasion. 

NAB IN SPORTS 2022-23 
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Chandigarh was declared the winners of Group F Nationals and booked their 

place in Super 8 of the Nationals. 

     

         

 

 

 SCREENING OF MOVIE “83” IN AUDIO DISCRIBED FORMAT 

 

NAB had organized the mega event on 23rd December, 2022 in association at 

Chandigarh Club where 100 visually impaired were gathered to witness the screening of 

movie "83" in audio described format. NAB Divine Eyes musical group of visually 

challenged also performed after screening of the movie and spellbound the audience 

through their sensational performance. 

HIGHLIGHTS 2022-23 
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 DIWALI CELEBRATIONS, 2022 

Diwali, the festival of light, brought a curious mix of memories and feelings to our 

visually challenged and multi-disabled students #HappyDiwali2022 

          

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/happydiwali2022?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXL1Ib8kkhejKL35YL-YklTqSs1BfnhvL_lwmUwo_ZkMrfqcz7jJffGUImB9tmbmATr2mx6kqe48wldtbwxoQUuFkD-YLRMWzMYUS7_GKnqh31PHCNYlDMvr8l1sD2NRV9N_dwVczHZrkAbQHzbUTjnuxon0hIKaSiqJPH1EAhoyw&__tn__=*NK-R
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 INDEPENCE DAY CELEBRATIONS, 2022 

Our visually impaired and Multi-disabled students celebrated 76th Independence Day 

enthusiastically with patriotic fervor and hoisting the national flag at their homes. 

#independenceday2022 #HarGharTiranga 

                

 

 RAKHI CELEBRATIONS, 2023 

Our Little champs celebrating the festival of brotherhood #rakshabandhan2022 

 

     

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/independenceday2022?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUxY3LQGcibyCnSVJcIHGMmq_9-unxouqXcZ-USKzkWLOH0RlZ-11yf_t9_Ac4bSuF-lfxzI6CJo2B6j8r2gFqqGCe6SumlPcAeBWirvA0CyuX0nZzf-eMPiKyb8UUlJxglFASLlLpK1SMyOk-MWMyZ_P_AQuUjrg45jUxdifsgOw&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/harghartiranga?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUxY3LQGcibyCnSVJcIHGMmq_9-unxouqXcZ-USKzkWLOH0RlZ-11yf_t9_Ac4bSuF-lfxzI6CJo2B6j8r2gFqqGCe6SumlPcAeBWirvA0CyuX0nZzf-eMPiKyb8UUlJxglFASLlLpK1SMyOk-MWMyZ_P_AQuUjrg45jUxdifsgOw&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/rakshabandhan2022?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVQlSxviUzd96nWRA_qffxPyyel2iWjyQrE0vaTZI2o5fNeAVQpEJrPaWDZecjbkVtlQeOXuV4Wwajd4ODgzdwIy-FvGzA-6n8kYRGTHFvaW91_VlOz0Mbs_8d0yPZJzMMm87AdTFqRgrYK1CPVPnZvtpKS2EQiwRf_WDQppb4eUg&__tn__=*NK-R
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 WORKSHOP ON ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE WITH INTEL 

#AIFORALL   

National Association for the Blind conducted the workshop on Artificial Intelligence, in 

association with Intel where students learned the basics of AI and took a step ahead for 

AI Inclusive world. The workshop is attended by 51 students. 

 

 

 FREE DISTRIBUTION OF SMARTPHONES AND E-BOOK READERS 

TO VISUALLY CHALLENGED STUDENTS OF NAB 

 

NAB in association with Rotary Club organized an event at Rotary Club of Chandigarh 

on 18th May 2022. On this occasion, 60 blind students were awarded certificates for 

computer courses, and artificial intelligence courses conducted by Intel and CBSE. 

Scholarships, Smartphones and e-reading devices were given away to NAB visually 

challenged students. Certificates were also awarded to NAB's first-ever Chandigarh 

State blind women cricket team for participation in Nationals at Bangalore. Nearly 100 

visually challenged took part in this event. Sh Manvesh Singh Sidhu, IAS, Secretary 

Revenue, and Dr. S S Pandav, Head of Advanced Eyecare centre, PGI. Sh Jaspal Singh 

Sidhu President of Rotary Club were our honoured guests.  
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             V                                 
 

 World Autism Awareness Day celebrations, 2nd April 2022 

National Association for the Blind, State Nodal Agency Cente of National Trust 

(SNAC) Chandigarh organized a webinar on World Autism Awareness Day to 

celebrate the resilience of those affected by autism and sensitize the Community and 

Parents of Persons with these Disabilities on Saturday, 2nd April 2022. 

 

 

 FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY TO JUNE, 2022 

NAB Chandigarh will remain thankful to Caring Hands for Children for supporting our 

visually challenged students and providing them scholarships for their education. The 

scholarship amount was handed over to our beneficiaries by Sh Manvesh Singh Sidhu, 

IAS, Secretary Revenue, Dr. S S Pandav, Head of Advanced Eye care centre, PGI 

Chandigarh, and Sh Jaspal Singh Sidhu President of Rotary Club Chandigarh in an 

event organized by us at Rotary Club Chandigarh on 18th May, 2022. 

SCHOLARSHIPS TO OUR STUDENTS 
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 FOR THE PERIOD JULY TO SEPTEMBER, 2022 

The scholarship amount for the period July to September, 2022 was handed over to our 

beneficiaries by Mrs Shalini Chetal, Managing Director, Chandigarh Child and Women 

Development Corp and Director Social Welfare, Chandigarh on 22nd August, 2022.  

 

 

 

 FOR THE PERIOD OCTOBER - DECEMBER, 2022 

 

The scholarship amount for the period October to December, 2022 was handed over to 

the beneficiaries by Sh Vinay Bublani, IAS, Special Secretary, School Education & 

Director General, School Education, Punjab on 8th February, 2023. 
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 FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY TO JUNE, 2023 

The scholarship amount for the period (January to June, 2023) was handed over to the 

beneficiaries by Sh Vinay Bublani, IAS, Special Secretary & Director General, School 

Education, Punjab on 31st March, 2023. 
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The construction of our Institute for the Blind and an Eye Care Centre is completed and 

the work on interiors will be completed shortly. Major highlights of upcoming Institute: 

 

 Centre for Education, Rehabilitation, Vocational Training of the visually 

challenged and Occupational Therapy for Persons with Disabilities (PwDs) 

 Eye Care Centre under Prevention and Cure Program 

 Sports Complex for promoting participation of PwDs in sports 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING INSTITUTE FOR THE BLIND AND AN EYE CARE CENTRE 
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NAB IN MEDIA 
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